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38 Cannistraro contrast to the socialist politicians they too ridiculed.24 For a time in 1920 Mussolini courted the anarchists so assiduously that some speculated that he was about to join the movement. Uncertain of his own ideological direction, he could even exclaim, "For we who are the dying vestiges of individualism there is nothing left ... but the religion-by now absurd but always comforting-of AnarchXy!"25 When the government tried to cut off the supply of printing paper to Malatesta's Umanita Nova, Mussolini offered him stock from his own Popolo d'Italia, but the offer was refused.26
As Malatesta pushed for a united revolutionary front with socialists and republicans, Mussolini became convinced of the growing political importance of anarchism. In order to prevent this leftist alliance, Mussolini tried to drive the wedge between the socialists and anarchists deeper.27 He grew more concerned over news of a possible alliance of anarchists and socialists with the poet-soldier Gabriele D'Annunzio, whose legionnaires had occupied the city of Fiume in September 1919. Alarmed that this unlikely combination might seize power, Mussolini exposed the secret discussions in his own newspaper.28
The long ordeal of Sacco and Vanzetti began amidst continued anarchist violence and government repression on both sides of the Atlantic. The two men were arrested on May 5, 1920, on suspicion of having participated in the murders that accompanied a robbery at a shoe factory in South Braintree, Massachusetts. In June, while Vanzetti was being tried on charges of having taken part in a separate holdup in Bridgewater, an anarchist-inspired insurrection broke out among military units in Ancona, where the disorder threatened to spread until the movement was crushed. addition to being anarchists, they are also Italians: they belong to a rejected and despised people who can be murdered without concern. Will the patriots of Italy allow that?"52 Unlike Sacco, who seemed resigned to his fate, Vanzetti was optimistic about the impact of the Italian protests. "The Italian workers," he wrote to his sister, "have our lives and our liberty in their hands because they have the power to make tyrants across the ocean tremble.... Even the government of Italy will be forced by the pressure of public opinion to intervene seriously. "53 In Italy, anarchists joined with socialists, communists, syndicalists, and republicans in protest meetings, the first of which took place in Rome and Bergamo in late September, and in Milan and Bologna on October 2. Over the next three weeks, rallies were coordinated in more than sixty cities. The Liberal government, worried over the strength of public sentiment, refused to issue permits for the use of public facilities, confiscated leaflets, prevented organizers from marching, and ordered prefects to protect American consulates and citizens against possible anarchist violence. 
